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BROWNHILLS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


1952 


Health  Department, 

Coombe  House, 

Brownhills. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Brownhills  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  present  to  you  my  report  for  1952, 
which  has  been  compiled  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  of  the  22nd  January,  1953.  The  chief  matters 
of  interest  are  summarised  as  under. 

AREA  AND  RATEABLE  VALUE. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  6,307  acres.  The  rateable  value 
is  £69,413.  The  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  is  £255. 

POPULATION. 

The  Registrar  General’s  figure  for  the  estimated  popula- 
tion is  21,290  (mid-year).  The  provisional  population  accord- 
ing to  the  1951  census  is  21,482,  which  shows  an  increase  of 
3,114  over  the  1931  census.  The  1951  census  shows  that  there 
were  10,759  males  and  10,723  females.  The  density  of  popula- 
tion is  3.4  per  acre. 


HOUSING. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  houses  built  during  1952: 

By  Private  Enterprise  10 

Permanent  houses  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  64 

There  is  still  a considerable  proportion  of  property  which 
is  sub-standard  and  which  can  only  be  dealt  with  by  demoli- 
tion. In  this  respect  a satisfactory  beginning  has  been  made 
and  it  is  expected  that  it  will  continue. 

SEWERAGE. 

The  potential  danger  to  health  as  regards  the  Sandhills 
and  Clayhanger  areas  is  again  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Council  and  the  urgency  stressed. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

This  is  the  subject  of  a nation-wide  investigation. 
Locally  there  is  abundant  evidence  that  we  have  an  import- 
ant part  to  play  in  this  respect.  In  the  future  it  may  be 
necessary  as  further  factories  are  built,  to  ensure  that  atmos- 
pheric pollution,  either  by  smoke  or  gases,  is  properly  con- 
trolled by  some  form  of  prior  approval. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  principal  industry  is  mining.  Some  small  factories 
are  in  production  and  others  are  being  built,  which  should  be 
of  material  benefit  to  the  district. 

The  'bus  shelter  at  the  Anchor  Bridge  continues  to  afford 
no  protection. 


BIRTHS,  1952. 

Live  Births — 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Legitimate 

192  . 

..  136  ... 

328 

Illegitimate 

3 . 

6 ... 

9 

Total  ...  337 


Still  Births — 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male.  Female.  Total. 
5 ...  1 ...  6 

- ...  1 ...  1 
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4 


Total 


The  number  of  live  births  gives  a birth  rate  of  15.8  per 
thousand  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  15.3  for 
England  and  Wales.  The  area  comparability  factor  for  Births 
is  1.00. 

Still  Births  numbered  7,  one  of  which  was  illegitimate. 
This  gives  a still  birth  rate  of  0.32  per  thousand  of  the  popu- 
lation. For  England  and  Wales  the  rate  is  0.35.  For  160  Great 
Towns  and  London  the  rate  is  0.43,  and  for  160  Smaller  Towns 
(25,000  to  50,000  population  at  1951  census)  it  is  0.36. 

Of  the  total  legitimate  births,  192  were  males  and  136 
females.  9 births  were  illegitimate. 

DEATHS,  1952. 

Deaths  numbered  215 — 122  males  and  93  females. 

This  gives  a crude  death  rate  of  10.1  per  thousand  of  the 
population,  and  a standard  death  rate  of  12.02  per  thousand. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  11.3  per  thousand  of 
the  population. 

(The  area  comparability  factor  for  Births  is  1.00  and  for 
Deaths  1.19  and  when  multiplied  by  the  crude  death  or  birth 
rate  it  gives  the  standard  figure  for  the  district.  This  pro- 
cedure is  necessary  in  order  to  make  allowance  for  the 
variations  in  age  distribution  of  the  population  throughout 
the  country.) 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  thousand  live  births  is 

29.7. 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  per  thousand  legitimate 
live  births  is  30.5. 

There  are  no  illegitimate  deaths  recorded. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 

Deaths  from  Measles — Nil. 

Deaths  resulting  from  Whooping  Cough — Nil. 

Deaths  resulting  from  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  (under  two 
years) — Nil. 

The  number  and  causes  of  deaths  for  1952  are  shown  in 
the  following  table: — 
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DEATHS,  1952. 


Cause 

1 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

4 

2 

6 

Tuberculosis,  other 

2 

— 

2 

Syphilitic  disease  

— 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

_ 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

_ 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

4 

3 

7 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

5 

— 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

— 

2 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

— 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  . . 

11 

7 

18 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes  

— 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  

10 

15 

25 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

19 

13 

32 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

1 

3 

Other  heart  disease 

31 

28 

59 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

1 

2 

Influenza  

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  

3 

3 

6 

Bronchitis  

5 

3 

8 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

— 

3 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

— 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

— 

2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations  

1 

— 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

9 

7 

16 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

All  other  accidents 

3 

2 

5 

Suicide 

— 

1 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

All  causes 

1 122 

93 

215 

DEATHS  — AGE  DISTRIBUTION. 


Under 

1 year 

1-5 

5-10 

10-15  j 15-20 

20-30 

30-40 

40-50 

50-60 

60-70 

Over 

70 

Total 

10 

1 

3 

- ^ 

1 

4 

3 

11 

24 

48 

109 

215 

Under  one  year  there  were  10  deaths. 

73%  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  60  years. 
27%  were  under  60  years. 
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DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR. 


Disease 

Under 

1 

month 

1-2 

2-3 

4-5 

5-6 

8-9 

9-12 

Total 

Prematurity 

3 

3 

Cachexia  

1 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

2 

2 

Broncho  pneumonia  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Liver  failure 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pulmonary  Atelectasis 

1 

1 

Asphyxia  - inhalation  of 

regurgitated  matter 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total  lO 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE  FOR  THE  LAST 
TEN  YEARS. 


Year. 

Number. 

Rate. 

1943 

26 

62.3 

1944 

28 

60.3 

1945 

31 

83.5 

1946 

19 

41.9 

1947 

16 

30.8 

1948 

16 

40.7 

1949 

9 

21.9 

1950 

17 

43.7 

1951 

9 

27.8 

1952 

10 

29.7 
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The  following  table  is  inserted  for  comparison: — 


Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality  and 
Case-rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year  1952.  Provisional 
figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns. 


England 

and 

Wales 

160  County 
Boro's  and 
great  towns 
(including 
London) 

160 

smaller  towns 
(Resident  pop. 
25,000  to  50,000 
at  1951  census) 

London 

Adm. 

County 

Brownhills 

Births: — 

Rates  per  1,000  Home  population 

Live  Births 

15.3 

16.9 

15.5 

17.6 

15.8 

Still  Births  j 

0.35 

0.43 

0.36 

0 34 

0.32 

\ 

22.6* 

24.6  * 

23.0* 

19.2* 

20.3 

Deaths: — 

All  causes  . . 

11.3 

12.1 

11.2 

12.6 

12.02 

Typhoid  and 

Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

0.00 

Whooping  Congh  . . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0 00 

0.00 

Diphtheria  . . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.24 

0.28 

0.22 

0,31 

0.38 

Influenza  . . 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.05 

0.09 

Smallpox  . . 

0 00 

— 

— 

— 

0,00 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

& Polio  Encephalitis 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Pneumonia 

0.47 

0.52 

0.43 

0.58 

0.28 

Notifications  : — 

(corrected) 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.02 

(f.02 

0.03 

0.01 

0.00 

Meningococcal 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.00 

Infection 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.53 

1.75 

1.58 

1.56 

0.42 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

2.61 

2.74 

2.57 

1.66 

3.10 

Diphtheria.. 

0.01 

0.01 

0.03 

0.01 

0.00 

Erysipelas  . . 

0.14 

0.15 

0.12 

0.14 

0.04 

Smallpox  . . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

0,00 

Measles 

8.86 

10.11 

8.49 

9.23 

1.36 

Pneumonia 

0.72 

0.80 

0.62 

0.57 

0.79 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(including  Polio- 
encephalitis) 

Paralytic 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

0.00 

Non-Paralytic 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.00 

Food  Poisoning 

0.13 

0.16 

0.11 

0.18 

0.00 

Puerperal  pyrexia  . . 

17.87* 

23.94  * 

10.22* 

30.77* 

0.00 
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England 

160  County 
Boro’s  and 

160 

smaller  towns 

London 

and 

great  towns 

(Resident  pop. 

Adni. 

Brownhills 

Wales 

(including 

25,000  to  50,000 

County 

London) 

at  1951  census) 

Deaths: — 

All  causes  under  1 

year  of  age. . 

27.6  t 

Enteritis  and  Diarr- 

hoea  under  2 years 

of  age 

1.1 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 


31.2 

25.8 

23.8 

29  7 

1.3 

0.5 

0.7 

0.00 

Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales : — 


Intermediate  List  No.  and  cause 

Number 
of  Deaths 

Rates  per  1,000 
Total  (Live  and 
Still)  Births 

Rates  per 
million  women 
aged  IS — 44 

Brownhills 

A115 

Sepsis  of  pregnancy,  child- 

birth  and  the  puerperium 

61 

0.09 

Abortion  with  toxaemia  . . 

13 

0.02 

1 

— 

A116 

Other  toxaemias  of  preg- 

nancy  and  the  puerperium 

147 

0.21 

A117 

Haemorrhage  of  pregnancy 

and  childbirth 

59 

0.09 

A118 

Abortion  without  mention 

of  sepsis  or  toxaemia 

31 

0.04 

3 

— 

A119 

Abortion  with  sepsis  . . 

47 

0 07 

5 

— 

A120 

Other  complications  of  preg- 

nancy,  childbirth  and  the 

puerperium  

138 

0.20 

* Rates  per  1.000  total  (Live  and  Still)  Births 
fPer  1,000  related  live  births. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


One  case  of  Dysentry  and  four  cases  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  were  notified. 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  reported  and  the  immunisa- 
tion policy  has  proved  its  value.  The  chief  danger  now  may 
well  be  in  a relaxation  of  vigilance.  Many  young  parents  have 
no  experience  of  diphtheria  in  their  own  homes,  or  families. 
The  need  for  continuing  immunisation  must  be  brought 
constantly  before  the  public. 

The  success  of  Whooping  Cough  Vaccine  appears  vari- 
able and  further  investigation  as  to  its  efficacy  is  proceed- 
ing. Plans  are  proceeding  for  a vaccine  to  be  used  in  the  near 
future  throughout  the  district,  and  I hope  to  be  able  to  state 
that  it  is  in  general  use  at  the  time  of  my  next  report.  Whoop- 
ing Cough  remains  one  of  the  most  serious  diseases  of 
children,  the  complications  of  which  account  for  more 
deaths  than  Diphtheria. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  have  been  notified.  Constant 
care  in  the  handling  of  food  is  essential  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  constantly  advises  on  this  matter  and  will  render 
any  assistance  he  can. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


j Total 

i 

29 

66 

OJ 

17 

1 

1 1 

1 ^ 

III” 

70  and 

over 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

60-70 

1 1 1 c 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

50-60 

1 1 1 c ^ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

o 

iT) 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 1 1 1 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 1 1 1 

j 30-40 

1 1 1 ^ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

o 

1 

1 

1 I 

1 I 

I 1 1 1 

6 

1 

1 

- 1 

1 I 

1 1 

Mil 

o 

1 

1 1 

1 1 

11)1 

lO 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 I 

Mil 

lO 

6 

(N 

1 

- 1 

1 1 

1 1 

MM 

5-10 

28 

1 

1 1 

1 1 

11  1 1 

13 

O 

36 

CO 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

MM 

Under 
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CO 
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MM 
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cd 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


NEW 

CASES 

DEA  THS 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male  Female 

Under  1 year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — . 

1 to  5 years 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

5 to  10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 



10  to  15  „ 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

15  to  20 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— — 

20  to  30  „ 

3 

8 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— — 

30  to  40  „ 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

40  to  50  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— — 

50  to  60  „ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

60  to  70 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 — 

70  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

Total  .. 

7 

15 

3 

3 

4 

2 

2 — 

The  above  table  shows  a slight  increase  over  last  year  in 
the  notified  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis.  It  is  noted  that 
the  various  sanatoria  are  now  able  to  deal  with  more  cases. 

One  in  every  ten  of  the  houses  built  is  allocated  for  the 
re -housing  of  tuberculosis  patients.  This  process  may  appear 
a little  slow  at  present  but  eventually  better  results  should 
ensue. 


HOSPITALS. 

Bacterological  and  Clinical  examinations  are  generally 
done  at  Stafford  and  Walsall  Hospital  laboratories. 

Birmingham,  Wolverhampton  and  Walsall  Hospitals 
serve  the  district  as  regards  Surgical,  Medical  and  Specialised 
Departments.  For  the  most  part  maternity  cases  are  served 
by  the  hospitals  in  Lichfield. 

Hammerwich  Cottage  Hospital  has  now  re-opened  and  is 
proving  of  great  service.  Surgical,  Medical  and  Gynaecolo- 
gical cases  are  dealt  with  and  out-patients’  clinics  are  held. 
In  certain  cases  transfers  to  Lichfield  and  Burton-on-Trent 
Hospitals  are  arranged  when  necessary. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  are  sent  to  Tamworth 
Isolation  Hospital. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  Ante  Natal  Clinics  are  under 
the  control  of  the  County  Council,  although  some  doctors 
have  ante  natal  clinics  at  their  own  surgeries  at  specified 
times. 

The  ambulance  service  is  also  under  the  control  of  the 
County  Council  and  the  service  is  satisfactory. 

SUMMARY. 

1.  The  general  health  of  the  inhabitants  is  good. 

2.  There  were  337  live  births — 13  more  than  in  1951. 

3.  The  Birth  rate  (15.8)  continues  to  be  above  that  for 
England  and  Wales  (15.3). 

4.  There  were  215  deaths — 15  less  than  in  1951. 

5.  The  standard  Death  Rate  (12.02)  is  higher  than  that  for 
England  and  Wales  (11.3). 

6.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria,  Measles  or 
Whooping  Cough. 

7.  129  Deaths  were  due  to  diseases  of  the  circulatory  or 
respiratory  systems. 

8.  66  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  and  29  cases  of  Measles 
were  notified.  (99  and  441  were  the  respective  figures  for 
1951).  There  is  always  a considerable  fluctuation  in  the 
number  of  tuese  types  of  infection. 

9.  28  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  compared 
with  23  cases  in  1951.  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
remained  the  same  at  8. 

10.  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the  Register  at  31st  December, 
1952:— 


Pulmonary 

Non -Pulmonary 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

71 

74 

18 

27 

190. 
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This  means  that  one  in  every  112  of  the  population  is  a 
sufferer  from  Tuberculosis — 

or  one  household  in  every  35  contains  a Tuberculous 
patient. 

11.  There  were  no  notified  cases  of  food  poisoning,  dysentery 
or  typhoid 

I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and  loyal 
co-operation  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  staff 
and  of  the  help  of  Mrs.  Collingwood  in  preparing  the 
statistics  and  the  report  for  the  printers. 

The  support  of  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  has  been  invaluable  in  the  execution  of  my  duties 
as  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Yours  faithfully, 

T.  S.  PATERSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Health  Department, 

Coombe  House, 

Brownhills. 
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BROWNHILLS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Health  Department, 

Coombe  House, 

Brownhills. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
ON  THE  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  URBAN 
DISTRICT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1952. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Brownhills  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I respectfully  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  Urban  District. 


PART  I — INTRODUCTION. 

The  focal  points  are  health  education  (including  food 
hygiene),  the  provision  of  more  new  houses,  the  problems  of 
the  repair  and  improvement  of  existing  houses,  damage  to 
public  sewers  by  subsidence,  the  provision  of  a sewerage 
scheme  to  serve  Sandhills  and  the  countrywide  problem  of 
atmospheric  pollution. 


PART  II  — STAFF. 

Throughout  the  year  the  establishment  of  the  Depart- 
ment has  been  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  one  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Chief  Clerk,  General  Clerk  and  a student 
Sanitary  Inspector.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  the 
Student  Sanitary  Inspector  has  qualified  and  the  Council  have 
agreed  that  he  shall  hold  the  post  of  Second  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector.  I appreciate  this  decision  as  I feel  we 
shall  now  possess  the  optimum  staff  for  this  particular 
district. 
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The  staff  of  my  department  have  worked  as  an  enthusi- 
astic team.  If  any  goad  is  required  to  people  so  interested  in 
the  public  health  aspect  of  social  welfare  then  it  is  frequently 
supplied  by  the  stories  of  distress  from  people  living  under 
most  unsatisfactory  circumstances. 

A Government  Working  Party  is  studying  the  present 
position  in  regard  to  Sanitary  Inspectors,  with  particular 
reference  to  the  shortage  of  new  entrants.  It  is  anticipated 
that  their  report  will  be  published  in  the  near  future 


PART  III  — WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  public  water  supply  is  provided  by  the  South 
Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company.  There  has  been  no  case 
of  shortage  and  the  quality  and  quantity  have  continued  to 
be  satisfactory. 

Extension  of  coal  mining  activities  means  an  extension 
of  subsidence.  The  sampling  of  the  public  supply  for  bac- 
teriological examination  has  continued  and  the  districts 
covered  coincide  with  the  areas  subject  to  subsidence.  119 
samples  were  submitted  to  the  laboratory  and  of  this  total 
only  one  showed  a b.coli  count  (3  per  100  m.l.)  and  follow  up 
samples  gave  nil  results. 

There  are  wells  at:  Keeper’s  Cottage  (1),  231  and  233, 
Watling  Street  (1),  185,  Hednesford  Road  (1)  — (an  under- 
taking that  this  house  will  not  be  used  for  human  habita- 
tion after  the  re-housing  of  the  present  tenant  has  been 
accepted  by  the  Council),  The  Wilkin  (1),  47,  Canal  Side  (1), 
57,  Sandhills  (1). 

Two  houses  have  been  provided  with  a public  piped  water 
supply  in  lieu  of  a joint  well. 


WATER  SUPPLY  SUMMARY;— 

Total  houses  in  the  district 5,940 

Houses  with  direct  piped  water  supply  ...  5,815 

Houses  with  stand  pipes  32 

Number  of  Stand  pipes  , 6 

Houses  with  communal  taps  86 

Houses  with  wells  7 

Number  of  wells  6 


The  following  is  a statement  on  the  water  supply  to  the 
Urban  District,  kindly  submitted  by  R.  A.  Robertson,  Esq., 
Engineer-in-Chief  to  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 
Company: — 
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1.  The  supply  to  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in  respect  of 
quality  and  quantity. 

2.  The  supply  to  the  Urban  District  of  Brownhills  is  afforded 
from  pumping  stations  situate  outside  the  boundary  of 
the  Authority. 

All  the  waters  as  pumped  are  examined  at  regular  inter- 
vals, both  bacteriologically  and  chemically.  Bacteriolo- 
gical samples  are  also  examined  of  the  raw  waters  where 
treatment  is  practised. 

During  1952,  44  samples  were  examined  from  Sandhills 
Pumping  Station,  all  of  which  were  free  from  coliform 
bacteria. 

One  sample  out  of  23  from  Brownhills  confirmed  coli. 
bact.  in  100  ml.  but  22  samples  from  Clayhanger  and  13 
from  Norton  Canes  were  all  free  from  Coliform  Bacteria. 
The  average  chemical  results  for  1952  of  the  tap  samples 
from  the  Waterman’s  house,  Norton  Canes,  and  the 
Municipal  Buildings,  Brownhills,  were  as  follows: — 

Norton  Canes.  Brownhills. 

Parts  per  million.  Parts  per  million. 


pH  

7.7 

7.5 

Alkalinity  (CaC03) 

81 

122 

Chlorides  (Cl) 

15.5 

25.7 

Ammonical  Nitrogen  (N) 

Trace 

. . Trace 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  (N) 

Trace 

. . Trace 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  (N)  . . 

3.2 

7.5 

Oxygen  absorbed  (3  hr.  at  27 

-C) 

.12 

.12 

Temporary  Hardness 

75 

116 

Permanent  Hardness 

42 

94 

Total  Hardness 

..117 

210 

Iron  (Fe) 

.02 

.03 

Manganese  (Mn) 

Nil 

Nil 

Zinc  (Zn) 

Nil 

Nil 

Poisonous  Metals  (Cu  and 

Pb) 

Nil 

Nil 

Free  Cl  

.06 

Nil 

3.  The  waters  are  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvency,  no  lead 
being  found  in  any  of  the  samples  examined. 
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4.  Sterilisation  of  waters  is  carried  out  where  possible  at 
the  pumping  stations  as  a precautionary  measure. 
Special  apparatus  and  staff  are  available  in  the  event  of 
contamination.  Chlorination  on  site  is  practised,  follow- 
ing burst  mains,  etc.,  laying  of  new  mains,  and  emptying 
of  reservoirs.  New  mains,  etc.,  are  not  brought  into  use 
until  the  water  has  been  examined  and  pronounced 
satisfactory. 

5.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  and  the  number  of  the 
population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 

(a)  direct  to  the  houses 5,732 

(b)  by  means  of  stand-pipes  101 

Total 5,833 


The  population  is  estimated  by  the  Company  at  3.75 
persons  per  house. 

PART  IV  — SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  Council  have  wisely  decided  to  continue  to  pursue 
the  policy  of  financial  assistance  to  owners  providing  water 
closets  in  lieu  of  out-dated  insanitary  types  of  conveniences. 
The  step  also  gives  the  department  power  to  compel  owners 
to  carry  out  such  work  under  the  terms  of  Section  47  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  where  persuasion  has  unfortunately 
failed.  23  Conversions  were  completed  during  the  year. 

Tables  I and  II  summarise  the  position  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 
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TABLE  I — SEWER  AVAILABLE. 


District 

Pails. 

Privies 

To  be 
con- 
verted. 

For 

H.A. 

Action. 

Total 

To  be 
con- 
verted. 

For 

H.A. 

Action. 

Total 

Norton  Canes  (including  Wyrley) 

30 

11 

41 

17 

2 

19 

Brownhills  West 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Walsall  Wood 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Shelfield  and  High  Heath 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brownhills  . . 

1 

8 

9 

3 

3 

6 

Totals 

31 

19 

50 

22 

■ 

5 

27 

TABLE  II  — SEWER  NOT  AVAILABLE. 


District 

Pails 

Privies 

Norton  Canes  (including  Wj'rley) 

43 

29 

Brownhills  West 

14 

7 

Walsall  Wood  

15 

13 

Shelfield  and  High  Heath 

4 

1 

Brownhills 

20 

2 

Totals 

96 

52 

Number  of  Houses  5,940 

Number  of  houses  with  water  closets  ...  5,710 

Number  of  houses  with  privies  84 

Number  of  houses  with  pails  146 

Numbes  of  houses  with  dustbins  5,856 
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PART  V — SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

1.  The  greater  part  of  the  district  comprising  Brownhills 
West,  Brownhills,  Walsall  Wood  and  Clayhanger  is 
sewered  to  the  Green  Lane  Works,  Walsall  Wood.  The 
extensive  reconstruction  of  the  works  has  produced  a 
better  effluent. 

A total  of  51  samples  of  the  effluent  and  of  the  Fordbrook 
which  receives  the  effluent,  have  been  submitted  for 
chemical  analysis.  These  samples  have  indicated  the 
state  of  the  brook  before  and  after  receiving  the  effluent 
and  the  condition  of  the  effluent. 

Subsidence  due  to  coal  mining  is  causing  loss  of  fall  on 
sewers  in  parts  of  Walsall  Wood  and  Clayhanger.  The 
solution  of  these  problems  is  going  to  prove  expensive 
due  to  the  new  topography  of  the  land  to  be  traversed 
by  sewers  from  the  centre  of  population  to  the  works. 

2.  The  community  of  Norton  Canes  has  it  sown  sewerage 
system  including  disposal  works.  They  were  completed 
before  the  last  war  and  are  therefore  comparatively  new. 
The  effluent  is  satisfactory.  72  houses  are  situated  in 
areas  not  served  by  a public  sewer. 

3.  Shelfield  and  small  localities  at  Watling  Street  East  and 
Cannock  Road,  Heath  Hayes,  are  sewered  to  systems 
operated  by  neighbouring  authorities. 

4.  In  the  Sandhills  area  59  houses  are  drained  to  cesspools. 
The  public  health  aspect  of  this  has  been  adequately 
dealt  with  in  special  reports.  The  provision  of  a public 
sewer  and  the  means  of  disposal  of  the  sewage  will  be 
costly,  but  nevertheless  it  is  essential  that  this  matter  be 
dealt  with. 

PART  VI  — REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  is  controlled  by  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor.  In  spite  of  difficulties  the  collection 
has  proceeded  satisfactorily. 

Disposal  is  by  tipping  and  there  has  been  some  improve- 
ment in  the  condition  of  the  tips  but  further  progress  can  be 
made  by  adopting  fully  controlled  tipping. 

The  Council  undertake  to  provide  dustbins  at  a charge 
of  5/-  per  annum.  The  Sanitary  Department  operates  this 
scheme  and  135  bins  have  been  supplied  within  its  terms. 
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PART  VII. 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Total  Visits 6,780 

Complaints  Received  . . 130 

Houses  Inspected  — Public  Health  Act,  Repairs  . . . . 3,566 

— Verminous  or  Dirty  . . 29 

— Overcrowding  . . . . . . . . 78 

— Dangerous  34 

— Housing  Act  123 

Caravans  225 

Dustbins  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 303 

Water  Closets  154 

Pails  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106 

Tipplers  32 

Conversions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72 

Drains  — new  and/or  tested  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  55 

— existing  and/or  defective  ..  151 

Cesspools  72 

Ashplaces  19 

Butchers’  Shops  79 

Fish  Fryers 64 

Food  Preparation  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 175 

Food  Inspections  31 

Licensed  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 

Bakehouses 41 

Shops  Act  42 

Rodent  Control  159 

Atmospheric  Pollution  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Rivers  Pollution  25 

Petroleum  Storage 25 

Water  Supply  98 

Factories  — mechanical  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128 

— outworkers 2 

Keeping  of  Animals  12 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation  . . . . . . . . . 36 

Miscellaneous  366 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries  179 

Samples  — Water,  bacteriological  126 

— Ice  Cream  45 

— Rivers  pollution  58 

— Foodstuffs  1 

NOTICES  SERVED. 

Informal  Notices  brought  forward  from  1951  125 

Informal  Notices  served  . . . . . . . . . . 149 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  199 

Informal  Notices  carried  forward  to  1953  . . . . . . . . 75 
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STATUTORY  NOTICES. 
TABLE  III. 


Brought 

Served 

Complied 

Carried 

Section. 

forward 

from  1951. 

with 

forward 

to  1953. 

Section  39  Public  Health  Act/ 1936 

. . 4 

11 

14 

1 

Section  45  Public  Health  Act/ 1936 

. . 1 

4 

3 

2 

Section  47  Public  Health  Act/ 1936 

4 

11 

14 

1 

Section  50  Public  Health  Act/ 1936 
Sections  92  and  93  Public 

1 

3 

4 

— 

Health  Act/ 1936  .. 

. . 69 

34 

75 

28 

Section  30  Water  Act/1945  . . 

. . 5 

1 

6 

— 

Totals  . . 

. . 84 

64 

116 

32 

NON-COMPLIANCE  WITH  STATUTORY  NOTICES. 

The  following  table  and  notes  indicate  the  steps  taken 
to  obtain  compliance  with  notices.  Where  notices  were  com- 
plied with  at  any  time  before  the  hearing  of  the  case,  pro- 
ceedings were  discontinued. 

TABLE  IV. 


Act  and  Section. 

Court 

Proceedings 

Authorised 

Notice 

Complied  with 
by  Owner,  etc. 

Proceedings 

Instituted 

Sec.  39.  P.H.A/1936. 

3 

3 

— 

Sec.  45.  P.H.A/1936. 

1 

1 

— 

Sec.  50.  P.H.A/1936. 

1 

1 

— 

Sec.  58.  P.H.A/1936. 

3 

3 

— 

Sec.  94.  P.H.A/1936. 

16 

16 

— 

Sec.  269.  P.H.A/1936. 

1 

1 

— 

It  will  be  noted  that  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  actually 
commence  proceedings  in  any  case. 

PART  VIII  — HOUSING. 

There  is  no  short  time  solution  of  the  housing  problem. 
Much  has  been  said  in  annual  reports,  in  the  Press  and  at  any 
gathering  where  the  question  could  legitimately  be  raised.  To 
summarise,  we  want  more  houses  built  (a)  to  satisfy  the  needs 
of  those  without  houses  of  their  own;  (b)  for  people  living  in 
houses  scheduled  for  demolition;  and  (c)  for  overcrowded 
cases  not  coming  within  either  of  the  previous  groups. 
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Alongside  tfie  new  building  programme  it  is  necessary  to 
use  every  available  method  of  preserving  and  improving  those 
houses  which  have  a considerable  useful  life  in  front  of  them. 
The  reconditioning  of  dwellings  requiring  extensive  repairs 
is  hampered  by  current  legislation.  Under  the  Housing  Act, 
1936,  such  repairs  must  be  possible  at  “ reasonable  expense.” 
This  means  comparing  the  value  of  the  property  (which  is 
usually  fixed  by  the  rent  income  anticipated  over  a number 
of  years)  with  the  cost  of  repairs.  The  value  of  a house  is  tied 
to  a pre-war  rent  whilst  the  cost  of  repairs  has  mounted.  Thus 
what  could  be  done  at  a reasonable  cost  in  1939  is  now 
unreasonable. 

The  provision  of  those  necessities  of  a modern  house, 
viz.,  a bath  and  hot  water  supply,  can  only  be  brought  about 
by  utilising  the  Housing  Act,  1949.  This  involves  a local 
authority  in  making  contributions  to  private  persons  and 
there  has  been  considerable  reluctance  to  take  this  step.  The 
arguments  for  and  against  this  procedure  are  for  the  commit- 
tee meeting,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  an  opportunity  to 
improve  the  lot  of  the  tenant  and  the  housing  standard  of 
the  district  is  not  being  lost. 

PROCEDURE  UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS. 

(a)  Section  11  Housing  Act,  1936. 

The  Council  allocate  a proportion  of  one  in  every  ten 
new  houses  built  to  re-house  families  from  property 
scheduled  for  demolition. 

The  following  were  reported  to  the  Council  under  Section 
11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  as  being  unfit  for  human  habita- 
tion and  not  capable  of  being  rendered  so  fit  at  reasonable 
expense: — 

No.  40,  Mill  Road  Shelfield  — appeal  by  owner.  Owner 
agreed  to  do  all  works  required  by  the  Council.  House 
rendered  fit.  Appeal  for  quashing  of  Demolition 
Order  not  opposed. 

No.  196,  Lichfield  Road,  Shelfield — negotiations  proceed- 
ing. 

Nos.  21  and  23,  Bridge  Street,  Clayhanger — Demolition 
Orders  made. 

No.  91,  Butts  Lane,  Norton  Canes  — owner  submitted 
scheme.  Accepted  by  the  Council  and  completed. 
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Nos.  16,  18,  20  and  22,  High  Street,  Norton  Canes — Demoli- 
tion Orders  made. 

No.  73,  Friezland  Lane,  Brownhills  — Demolition  Order 
made. 

No.  75,  Commonside,  Brownhills — Demolition  Order  made. 

Nos.  39  and  41,  Camden  Street,  Walsall  Wood — Demoli- 
tion Orders  made. 

No.  185,  Hednesford  Road,  Brownhills — undertaking  not 
to  use  for  human  habitation  accepted. 

Decisions  with  regard  to  re-housing  of  tenants  are  made 
on  the  merits  of  each  case;  and  within  the  allocation 
of  one  in  ten  houses  built  as  stated. 

(b)  Housing  Act,  1949. 

In  no  case  was  an  application  for  an  improvement  grant 
approved. 

COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

Mr.  C.  R.  Closs,  P.I.,  Housing,  Housing  Manager,  has 
supplied  the  following  information  in  respect  of  Council 
houses  as  at  31st  December,  1952: — 

Prior  to  the  late  War; — 


Act  under 
which 

constructed. 

— Bedrooms 
Two  Three 

Four 

— Bungalows  — 
Old 

Prefab.  Persons. 

Total. 

1919 

— 

250 

— 

— 

— 

250 

1923 

— 

154 

— 

— 

— 

154 

1924 

92 

158 

— 

— 

— 

250 

1925 

102 

344 

30 

— 

6 ... 

482 

1930 

44 

56 

30 

...  — 

— ... 

130 

Totals 

238 

962 

60 

— 

6 

1,266 

Post-war; — 

1946 

— 

1 

— 

50 

— 

51 

1947 

4 

36 

— 

— 

— 

40 

1948 

4 

53 

— 

80 

— 

137 

1949 

2 

39 

— 

13 

8 

62 

1950 

— 

57 

1 

— 

— 

58 

1951 

8 

48 

— 

— 

— 

56 

1952 

6 

58 

— 

— 

— 

64 

Totals 

24 

292 

1 

143 

8 

468 

There  are  1,050  applicants  on  the  Council’s  waiting  list. 
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PART  IX  — FOOD  HYGIENE. 

Every  opportunity  has  been  taken  to  preach  the  gospel 
of  food  hygiene.  Invitations  to  speak  at  various  meetings 
have  always  been  accepted  and  in  one  instance,  through  a 
misunderstanding,  a talk  on  food  hygiene  was  given  to  ladies 
expecting  a devotional  subject.  Cleanliness  was  indeed  next 
to  Godliness. 

There  is  a predominance  of  small  type  food  shops  in  this 
area.  Food  hygiene  is  just  as  important  in  small  shops  as  in 
large  shops  and  dangers  particularly  arise  where  one  person 
performs  several  different  functions.  For  example,  the  house- 
wife who  leaves  her  domestic  duties  to  serve  the  occasional 
customer  may  be  tempted  to  save  time  by  forgoing  the  neces- 
sity to  wash  her  hands.  The  smallness  of  an  establishment 
is  frequently  unrelated  to  the  amount  of  damage  that  can  be 
done  by  carelessness  or  ignorance. 

Ice  Cream. 

79  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream.  Two 
premises  are  registered  for  manufacturing  purposes  but  only 
one  of  these  (a  hot-mix  ice  cream  plant)  was  in  operation  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

TABLE  V — RESULTS  OF  ICE  CREAM  SAMPLES. 


Time  taken  to  reduce 

No.  of  samples  reducing  methylene  blue. 

Grade 

methylene  blue 
(Hours) 

Produced  in  district 

Produced  out 
side  district 

"Hot  Mix" 

" Cold  Mix” 

Hot  Mix' 

1 

4^  or  more 

1 

(100%) 

1 

(33.3%) 

27 

(65.8%') 

2 

2J-4 

1 

(33.3%) 

10 

(24  5%) 

3 

i-2 

— 

3 

(7.3%) 

4 

0 

— 

1 

1 

(2.4%) 

Totals 

1 

3 

41 

Owing  to  the  numerous  factors  governing  the  hygienic 
quality  of  ice  cream,  it  is  unwise  to  pay  too  much  attention 
to  the  bacteriological  results  on  any  single  sample.  Judgment 
should  be  based  rather  on  a series  of  samples.  It  is  suggested 
that  over  a six-monthly  period,  50  per  cent,  of  a vendor’s 
samples  should  fall  into  Grade  1,  80  per  cent,  into  Grades  1 
or  2,  not  more  than  20  per  cent,  into  Grade  3,  and  none  into 
Grade  4. 
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Manufacture  of  Preserved  Foods,  etc. 

24  premises  are  registered  for  fish  frying,  and  14  for  the 
manufacture  of  other  preserved  foods.  These  latter  comprise 
12  places  attached  to  butchers’  shops  and  used  for  the  manu- 
facture of  ancillaries. 

Routine  inspections  have  been  made  at  all  these  premises 
and  the  general  standard  is  satisfactory. 

Food  Surrenders. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  following  list  that  this  district, 
in  common  with  other  areas,  received  a quantity  of  unsatis- 
factory tinned  hams: — 


20  tins  of  Ham 
18  tins  of  Meat 

22  tins  of  Milk 

23  tins  of  Peas 
12  tins  of  Beans 

1 tin  of  Carrots 
22  tins  of  Mixed  Vegetables 

24  tins  of  Tomatoes 

1 tin  of  Brisket  Beef 
8 tins  of  Salmon 
1 tin  of  Herring  Roe 

1 Halibut  

1 tin  of  Crab  Paste 
1 tin  of  Jellied  Veal 
118  tins  of  Various  Fruits 
46  cartons  of  Cheese 

Milk  Supply. 


2 cwts.  18 

lbs. 

8 

OSS. 

12 

lbs. 

12 

ozs. 

31 

lbs. 

4 

ozs. 

15 

lbs. 

4i 

ozs. 

10 

lbs. 

12i 

ozs. 

1 

lb. 

34 

ozs. 

20 

lbs. 

12 

ozs. 

25 

lbs. 

2 

ozs. 

4 

lbs. 

3 

lbs. 

14 

ozs. 

34 

ozs. 

48 

lbs. 

4 

ozs. 

6 

lbs. 

..  109 

lbs. 

9 

ozs. 

8 

lbs. 

10 

ozs. 

Sampling  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of  milk  is 
carried  out  by  the  County  Sampling  Officer.  Copies  of  reports 


are  forwarded  to  us  for  information  and  action  if  necessary. 


TABLE  VI  — SUMMARY  OF  RESULTS  OF 
BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 


Milk 

No. 

Phenol- 

plitlialein 

test 

Phosphatase 

test 

Turbidity 

test 

Methylene 
Blue  test 

Undesignated 

15 

— 

— 

1 Failed 

14  Passed 

Pasteurised 

16 

16  Negative 

16  Negative 

16  Passed 

Sterilised 

11 

— 

— 

1 1 N egat  ive 

— 

T.T, 

(Pasteurised) 

8 

8 Negative 

8 Negative 

— 

8 Passed 

T.T. 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 Passed 
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Biological  tests  for  Tuberculosis  on  samples  of  milk  sub- 
mitted gave  the  following  results: — 

9 undesignated  samples  All  negative. 

3 Pasteurised  samples  All  negative. 

5 undesignated  samples  were  examined  for  Brucella 
Abortus — 4 were  negative  and  1 positive. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  Chief  Inspector  for  Weights  and  Measures  for  the 
Staffordshire  County  Council  has  supplied  the  following 
details  of  samples  taken  by  his  Department: — 


DETAILS  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN, 
BROWNHILLS  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Substance. 

Milk  

„ Pasteurised 
„ T.T.,  Pasteurised 
„ Tuberculin  Tested 
„ Channel  Islands 
„ Sterilised 
Mincemeat 
Bilberries 

Tea  

Coffee  Extract 
Foam  Crystals 
Table  Jelly 
“ Krunch  ” 

Plain  Flour 
Condensed  Milk 
Gooseberries 
Meringue  Mixture 
Beans  (Tinned) 

Sago  

Pearl  Barley  . . 

Butter 

Cooking  Fat 
Margarine 
Cheese  . . 

Ice  Cream 
Processed  Peas 
White  Pepper  . . 

Coffee  and  Chicory  . . 

Sugar  

Egg  Flour  (Sweetened) 
Jam 

Glace  Cheeries 
Strawberries  (Tinned) 
Semolina 
Sandwich  Spread 
Luncheon  Meat 
Pears  (Tinned) 
Macaroni 
Rock  Lobster  . . 

Pepper  Compound 
Sweet  Pickle  . . 

Orange  Crush 


Number. 

5 

14 

7 

5 

1 

13 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


Genuine. 

5 

14 

7 

4 

1 

13 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Adulterated. 


1 


1 


Totals 89  87  2 
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The  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  marked  as  adulterated,  was 
slightly  deficient  in  Fat  and  in  Solids-not-Fat,  but  further 
samples  were  up  to  standard,  and  the  Sweetened  Egg  Flour 
was  not  properly  labelled. 

Byelaws. 

The  Council  have  made  Byelaws  covering  the  Handling, 
Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food  and  the  sale  of  Food  in  the 
Open  Air,  on  the  Model  Byelaw  lines.  These  came  into  opera- 
tion on  the  17th  November,  1952. 

PART  X. 

Rodent  Control. 

The  Council  continue  to  provide  the  services  of  a full- 
time Rodent  Operative  and  no  charge  is  made  in  respect  of 
the  treatment  carried  out  at  private  houses.  There  is  a reason- 
able demand  for  this  service  from  householders,  but  I feel 
that  if  everyone  realised  the  damage  done  by  rats  and  mice 
more  infestations  would  be  reported. 

Test  baiting  and  maintenance  treatments  of  the  sewers 
have  been  carried  out  and  the  sewage  disposal  works  and 
refuse  tips  inspected  and  treated  regularly.  The  infestation 
in  sewers  is  confined  to  about  six  or  seven  manholes  and  this 
is  a low  figure  in  a total  of  nearly  a thousand  manholes. 

The  record  of  confirmed  infestations  is  as  follows: — 


Rats. 

Mice. 

Total 

Local  Authority’s  Property  ... 

12  — 

12 

Dwelling  Houses  

227 

20 

247 

Business  Premises  

4 — 

4 

Total  . . . 

263 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

The  records  obtained  at  the  three  measurement  stations 
are  included  for  information.  I would  like  to  make  the  follow- 
ing points: — 

(1)  Over  50%  of  atmospheric  pollution  comes  from  private 
house  fires. 

(2)  The  air  pollutants  drift  many  miles  and  therefore  this 
area  will  be  affected  by  its  more  densely  populated  neigh- 
bours according  to  atmospheric  conditions. 

(3)  There  is  a shortage  of  smokeless  fuels  in  this  area. 
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TABLE  VII. 

DEPOSIT  GAUGES  — RECORDS  OF  DEPOSITS. 


Month. 

Deposits  in 

Norton 

Canes. 

tons  per  square  mile 
per  month 

1 

Brownhills.  Shelfield. 

January 

11.52 

* 

11.16 

February 

6.58 

8.86 

7.19 

March 

11.41 

15.37 

21.83 

April 

13.22 

12.28 

14.44 

May 

12.13 

15.26 

18.45 

June 

8.79 

9.49 

12.66 

July 

13.51 

14.88 

15.63 

August 

9.14 

13.58 

9.99 

September 

9.24 

16.69 

12.46 

October 

12.52 

14.30 

15.70 

November 

12.13 

8.21 

9.95 

December 

20.02 

- * 

— -I- 

Totals 

140.21 

128.92 

149.46 

Monthly  Average 

11.69 

12.89 

12.45 

* Bottle  overturned — no  reading  possible. 

+ Sugar  content — no  analysis. 

The  average  deposit  per  month  is  two  to  three  tons  less 
per  square  mile  than  in  1951.  The  average  annual  rainfall  for 
the  districe  as  a whole  was  23.99  inches.  Shelfield  with  a rain- 
fall of  24.7  inches  had  the  highest  total  for  the  whole  year. 
The  wettest  month  was  October,  the  Norton  Canes  instrument 
giving  a recording  of  3.91  inches. 
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DEPOSIT  GAUGES  1952 
SEASONAL  INCIDENCE  (Averages) 

Seasonal  Average  for  wl’ole  of  District  Tons/sq.  Mile  per  month 


O 2 4 6 8 10  12  14  20  22 


DEPOSIT  GAUGES  1952 
DISTRICT  INCIDENCE  (Averages) 

Tons  per  square  Mile  per  Month 

0 2 4 6 8 lO  12  14  »6  18  20  21 
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TABLE  VIII. 


LEAD  PEROXIDE  GAUGES  — RECORD  OF  SULPHUR 

POLLUTION. 

Weight  of  Sulphur  Trioxide  collected — in  Milligrames 
per  100  square  centimetres  per  day. 


Month. 

Norton 

Canes. 

Brownhills. 

Shelfield. 

January 

1.40 

2.72 

2.05 

February 

1.20 

2.71 

2.08 

March 

1.26 

2.16 

1.64 

April 

0.83 

1.30 

1.03 

May 

0.93 

1.41 

1.11 

June 

0.59 

1.01 

0.66 

July 

0.42 

0.95 

0.58 

August 

0.62 

0.82 

0.52 

September 

0.69 

1.02 

1.09 

October 

0.76 

1.31 

1.30 

November 

1.45 

2.12 

1.73 

December 

1.48 

— 

— 

Totals 

1.63 

17.53 

13.79 

Monthly  Average  0.97  1.46  1.15 


The  diagrams  of  the  sulphur  dioxide  recordings  show  a 
marked  resemblance  to  the  previous  year  and  the  only  varia- 
tion is  a slight  increase  in  the  Brownhills  and  Shelfield 
monthly  averages. 
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LEAD  PEROXIDE  GAUGES  1952  (SULPHUR  DIOXIDE) 
SEASONAL  INCIDENCE  (Averages) 


M/Gra;ns/S03  100  sq,  cms./Day 

0 12  5 
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MOVABLE  DWELLINGS. 


Visits  to  movable  dwellings  can  be  placed  into  two  groups: 

(a)  Where  a local  person  has  decided  to  solve  his  own  housing 
problem.  He  sees  little  hope  of  a Council  house  and 
decides  to  accept  the  expedient  of  a caravan.  Admirable 
as  many  caravans  are,  they  cannot  be  regarded  as  a 
satisfactory  permanent  dwelling  in  which  to  raise  a 
family.  Such  dwellings  are  visited  for  the  purpose  of 
licence  control.  ’Bus  bodies  are  not  a satisfactory  form 
of  movable  dwelling. 

(b)  Itinerant  traders  who  are  requiring  a night’s  rest  or  who 
have  decided  to  work  with  this  district  as  a base.  The 
latter  are  the  biggest  nuisance  because  they  provide  the 
barest  minimum  of  sanitation  and  stay  to  the  full  limit 
of  the  law.  To  deal  with  each  parcel  of  land  so  used  and 
to  refuse  a licence  in  each  case' is  the  only  method  of 
effective  control  and  this  action  ultimately  penalises  the 
genuine  traveller  seeking  accommodation. 


LICENSED  PREMISES. 

Routine  inspections  have  been  made  at  the  35  public 
houses.  No  report  has  been  called  for  by  the  Licensing 
magistrates. 


MORTUARY. 

A part-time  attendants  looks  after  the  mortuary.  The 
building  and  equipment  have  been  well  maintained. 


FACTORIES. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  legal  action  in 
respect  of  any  defects  at  factories. 


(1)  (a)  Factories  in  which  Sections,  1,  2,  3,  4 

and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  2 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  ...  4 
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(2)  (a)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 


Authority  53 

(b)  Inspections  made  128 

(c)  Notices  served 2 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: — 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient  1 

Remedied  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  3 

Remedied  3 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  2 

Remedied  1 


CONCLUSION. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Council  for  their  continued  interest 
in  environmental  hygiene  and  to  acknowledge  their  most  wel- 
come support.  Such  encouragement  is  of  inestimable  value 
in  discharging  the  public  health  functions  of  a local 
authority. 

Officers  of  other  departments  have  willingly  given 
information  and  assistance  as  it  has  been  required. 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  WILSON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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